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Your
planet,
your say

Listen up, eco-heroes! If
you've got a green idea
for the Prime Minister,
here’s how to get your
message to him, writes
Chloe Lambert

Are you passionate about greenissues?
Do you sometimes feel that you've got
some great ideas for how to save the
planet, but no one’s listening?
You're in luck: the huntis on for

20 green and keen children to form the
UK's first environmental think-tank for
young people.

Whatis a think-tank? Itis a group of
people who carry out research to help
them come up with some brightideas.

Then they show these ideas to politicians
and other important people, to get them
to make some changes.

The new children’s think-tank, called

Our Planet, Our Say, will talk to top
environmental experts, and take their
ideas straight to Parliament. So what

changes would you ask politicians,
teachers, and parents to make if you were

in control? We asked children for their

green manifestos — and here we

showcase three of the best.

If you think that you or your friend,
brother or sister could have some fresh
ideas for Gordon Brown, visit

generationgreen.co.uk and explain in
100 words why you or they deserve to be
part of Our Planet, Our Say. Adults can
also put forward a child they know.
Nominees must be aged between 7 and
14. The deadline for entries is
Wednesday, May 27, so get cracking!

Caitlin, Peterson, Sam, Luke,
Courtney and Evelyne at
St Cadocs Primary School in Cardiff

“We should encourage everyone to recycle everything

that we possibly can, compost our food waste and stop
wasting energy. Close doors and use natural light.”

Emerald Grimshaw (second left),

Hampden Gurney C of E School, London$

“lwould ask inventors to find ways to keep the
environment alive and then sell the ideas to other
countries to receive money to help with the credit

crunch. I would ask the bankers with no jobs to sell the
ideas, as they are good at buying and selling. | think
that everybody should treat the environment like a
member of their family.”

Lee, Jack, Lucy and Sam of Pilling
St John’s C of E School, Preston

“We should all walk rather than drive. Buy local
produce or grow your own. If we don't tell people and

just keep the ideas to ourselves, how will the message

spread and how will changes be made?”
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BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS

BANK HOLIDAY BONUS TOKEN

So far more than two million tokens have been collected. That's an amazing

effort + and a lot of free books!
FOR

Tohelp your collection gw,we've given you an extra token joGat them
out and give them to your local school for superb free books, or you can lea
them at your nearest WHSmith store.
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For more information, visitebooksforschools.co.uk

Tems and conditions apply.




