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An evolved

character

Darwin’s father despaired of him but he
turned out to be the most famous biologist

Charles Darwin’s father once told
him: “You care for nothing but
shooting, dogs and rat-catching, and
you will be a disgrace to yourself
and your family”.

The problem was, Charles came
from a distinguished family — one of
his grandfathers was a famous
scientist, the other was Josiah
Wedgwood, whose company still
makes pottery. But the young
Darwin, the fifth of six children,
seemed to be more interested in
collecting beetles than learning for
exams.

When his father sent him to
university, to study to be a priest,
things did not improve. Charles was
more successful at socialising than
studying, presiding over a society
called the Glutton Club, which ate
unusual meats. What was worse, as
far as his father was concerned, was
that he then disappeared on a
five-year voyage around the
world.

But now, 200 years

after Charles Darwin’s birth, he is
considered the most important
biologist that ever lived, and his
father would surely be proud to see
that the Natural History Museum in
London is holding an exhibition to
mark his bicentenary.

During his travels, on a ship called
The Beagle, Charles saw many new
and wonderful animals, and came up
with an idea that explains how all life
developed. His theory of evolution
describes how animals change over
thousands of years in order to adapt
to their environment, and how these
changes can eventually produce
completely different e -
types of animals. The R ﬁ
theory of evolution is
now the central
concept in
biology.

daily dingbat

Which word or phrase is
this? Say what you see.
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Yesterday’s answer Lay down the law

puzzle of the day

picture ladder

Write the name of the pictured
objects into the grid so that the yellow
column spells out a boncy word.

A Charles Darwin and his sister,

Catherine

» Hood Island Giant
Galapagos
Tortoise

The Natural History Museum’s Darwin
exhibition opens this Friday, and
continues until April. Read more
about the exhibition on page 14
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Yesterday’s answers 1. Alligator
2.Crocodile 3.Tortoise 4.Terrapin
5.lguana 6.Chameleon

Foldable electric airer

This electric airer dries your laundry quickly and efficiently.

Ideal for the colder months, it has six heated bars, providing ample drying space for a normal washing load.
The 70 watt element uses as little energy as a lightbulb, and when it is not in use it folds away for easy storage.

The heated area measures 85 x 53cm, and it stands 73cm high. This indispensable airer is constructed from
lightweight aluminium and is mains operated. Requires some simple home assembly.

To order call 0845 166 4266 o visit timesonline.co.uk/buyonline quoting Jygse

To order by post, send a cheque or postal order (name and address on the back) in pounds sterling made payable to:

THE TIMES DIRECT Electric airer JY969, PO Box 250, Rochester, Kent MET 9AJ

Allow up to 21 days for delivery. Express next day delivery £9.95, express two day delivery £7.95. Order by midday for express delivery, weekdays only. If dissatisfied, return unused within 7 days for a full refund minus postage and express delivery. No daims
for loss can be made after 60 days. Offer available to UK mainland only. Overseas orders call for quotation on postage. Times Newspapers Ltd may mail or phone you with further offers. If you prefer not to receive these, please write “NO OFFERS” on
the sheet with your order. Maximum call charge for BT Together customers is 4p per minute. Calls from other networks may vary. JY969

£39.99

plus £1.99 p&p




