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Yesterday’s answer Too hot to handle

riddle

Scientists have found 230,000 species of sealife —
but there are many more we don’t know about yet

According to the old saying, there are plenty more fish in the sea. Well,
a group of scientists is hoping to find out exactly how many there are,

with a massive count of all the types of fish, plants, crabs and other life
in the oceans.

So far, biologists at the Census of Marine Life have counted 230,000-
sea creatures that we already know about, as well as discovering 5,600
completely new species. That is so many that if you read out one
every second, it would take three days to get through the list.

Some of them are shown here. But, because it is so hard to | |
explore the depths of the oceans, scientists think that there are

perhaps a million more species yet to be found. pllZZle Of the day
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The scientists have uncovered some interesting facts, 10 16 3 17 11 8 11 2 14

including the discovery that many octopuses today come from E .

a group that lived in the Southern Ocean off Antarctica. They left those V% E

waters 30 million years ago, following salty underwater currents that ﬁi" %

contained lots of food but went deep into the sea. Because they ‘h . N =

settled in the dark ocean depths, where there is no light, many evolved e :,g' w

to lose the ink sacs that squirt black ink into the face of predators — - .}.‘,’.qu»

because there is no need for them if other creatures cannot not see. ¢
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UNTIL 1 FEBRUARY 2009
BOOK NOW AT WWW.TATE.ORG.UK OR ON 020 7887 8888

M O D E R N Sponsored by with additional support from
(o0
FU]ITSU 4 ACCESS INDUSTRIES

Media partner

THE s8&5%TIMES




