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Legacy of
Louis
Braille

To mark the 200th
anniversary of his birth,
two children talk to

Chloe Lambert
about living in a world
without sight

Braille (whosebustis pictured) invented a
system of raised dots that enabled theblind
toread. Hewasborn200 years ago
yesterday and becameblind at the age of 3,
after accidentally stabbing himselfinthe eye
with one of hisfather’stoolsand an infection
spread tothe other eye. [ronically, heused
thesametype oftool,an awl, to create the
Braille code. How dotoday’s youngblind
people deal with the condition?

Lawrence
Momanyi, 11,

program that reads out

lives in Nail”ObL loud whatI am writing, as
y : Ican’tsee the wordson
?enylas c(aipltal. He thescreen. Heera Satnami,
gveloped eye “Iwanted tobe a driver . . .
robl el%s af;/er he when I grow up, but my 14’ livesina Ylﬂ&g@
P b : fathersays hisisnot in eastern India. She
Wads DOIm and now possible,so now I want to .
is totallv blind beadoctor.I'm doing well was born blind.
15 lotally : atschool,andmyteacher ~ “Ihaven’tbeengoingto
“There are childrenwho saysIperformbetterthan  schoolforverylong. My
areblind in my class as some of the sighted parents were used to me
well as children who can children!” being at home and didn’t
see,andweall learn see the need for meto go,
togetherinthe same soIwas stuck athome.
lessons. My parents could Butaspecial-needs
have sentme away toa teacherspoke tothem
school thatis just forblind and they eventually

children, but my dad changed their minds. A

didn’twant me tobe a teacherbegan visitingme
alone so far away from athome and taught me
home. how to move about on my
“My best friend is called own, and wash and dress.
Gassim, and he helps me “Now I use acane and
by reading from the cometoschool.Iloveit.I
blackboard. Sometimes usedtobe shy and didn’t

he carries my things to make friends easily, but

lessons. I spend alot of my now I have lots.I’d like to
time attheresource be ateacherwhenIgrow
centre using the compu- upso I can help children
ter.Ithasa special like me.”

Blindness facts

® Thereare 45
million blind people

child goes blind
every minute

@ /5 per centof
blindness could be

cured or prevented if

the person had
accessto healthcare
Oor a pair of glasses
@ In developing
countries, only

2per centof blind
children goto school

Sightsavers combats
blindness in the
developing world. Find
activities, illusions and
puzzles at www.sight
savers.org/kidzone
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Conundrum

What dessert canbe made from these
letters?

RAT DUSTCART

e Friday'sriddle: A stamp

E Puzzle of the day:

« mobile code

s I JUDO s 5836 on this phone
¢ keypad, which sports have the
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o Friday’s answer 1Everest 2.Mont Blanc
® 3 Olympus4.Snowdon 5.Fuji
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START COLLECTING

DON'T MISS YOUR FIRST TOKENS IN THE SUNDAY TIMES THIS WEEKEND
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