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“Ihaven’tbeengoing to
school forvery long.My
parentswereusedtome
beingathomeanddidn’t
see theneed formetogo,
soIwasstuckathome.
Butaspecial-needs
teacherspoketo them
andtheyeventually
changedtheirminds.A
teacherbeganvisitingme
athomeandtaughtme
howtomoveaboutonmy
own,andwashanddress.

“NowIuseacaneand
cometoschool. I love it. I
usedtobeshyanddidn’t
makefriendseasily,but
nowIhave lots. I’d like to
beateacherwhenIgrow
upsoIcanhelpchildren
likeme.”

Sightsaverscombats
blindness in the
developingworld.Find
activities, illusionsand
puzzlesatwww.sight
savers.org/kidzone

“Therearechildrenwho
areblind inmyclassas
wellaschildrenwhocan
see,andweall learn
together inthesame
lessons.Myparentscould
havesentmeawaytoa
school that is just forblind
children,butmydad
didn’twantmetobe
aloneso faraway from
home.
“Mybest friend iscalled
Gassim,andhehelpsme
byreading fromthe
blackboard.Sometimes
hecarriesmythings to
lessons. I spenda lotofmy
timeat theresource
centreusing thecompu-
ter. Ithasaspecial

programthat readsout
loudwhatIamwriting,as
Ican’t see thewordson
thescreen.
“Iwanted tobeadriver
whenIgrowup,butmy
fathersays this isnot
possible, sonowIwant to
beadoctor. I’mdoingwell
atschool, andmyteacher
says Iperformbetter than
someof thesighted
children!”

Friday’sanswerSchoolof fish

RATDUSTCART6There are 45
million blind people
in theworld, andone
child goes blind
everyminute
6 75per cent of
blindness couldbe
curedor prevented if
the personhad
access to healthcare
or a pair of glasses
6 In developing
countries, only
2per cent of blind
childrengo to school

To mark the 200th
anniversary of his birth,
two children talk to
Chloe Lambert
about living in a world

without sight
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Puzzleoftheday:
mobilecode
If JUDO is 5836on this phone
keypad,which sportshave the
followingnumbers?

Braille(whosebust ispictured)inventeda
systemofraiseddotsthatenabledtheblind

toread.Hewasborn200yearsago
yesterdayandbecameblindattheageof3,
afteraccidentallystabbinghimself intheeye
withoneofhisfather’stoolsandaninfection
spreadtotheothereye.Ironically,heused
thesametypeoftool,anawl, tocreatethe
Braillecode.Howdotoday’syoungblind

peopledealwiththecondition?

Friday's riddle:Astamp

Legacy of
Louis
Braille

Dingbat
Whichword or phrase is this?
Saywhat you see

Friday’s answer 1.Everest 2.Mont Blanc
3.Olympus4.Snowdon5.Fuji

Lawrence
Momanyi, 11,
lives in Nairobi,
Kenya’s capital. He
developed eye
problems after he
was born and now
is totally blind.
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Heera Satnami,
14, lives in a village
in eastern India. She
was born blind.

Blindness facts
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Conundrum
Whatdessert canbemade fromthese
letters?

1 2
A B C

3
D E F

4
G H I

5
J K L

6
M N O

7
P Q R S

8
T U V

9
W X Y Z

* 0 #


