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SetSquare
Place one of the digits from 1 to9 in
eachgrid tomake the sumswork.
We’veput in someof the numbers
to start youoff. Sums shouldbe
solved from the left to right, or from

top to bottom

Canyouadd
thefirst 100
numbers
together?

What is the
smallestnumber
withthree

differentdigits?

Canyoucount
howmany
teethyou
have?The

averageadult
has32

Doyouhatemaths?Doyoufind thetimes
table tiresome,andalgebraawful?Well, it
couldcost you—andthewholecountry

—agreatdeal.
Anewreporthas suggested thatBritish

peoplewho lackbasicnumeracyskills are
costing thenation£2.4billioneveryyear!
Thecharity,EveryChildAChanceTrust,
says thatchildrenwho fail tomastermaths
aremore likely toplay truantand tobe
excluded fromschool.Teenagerswho

leaveschoolwithoutamathsqualification
aremore likely to turn tocrime,orendup

unemployed.
Thepublicwillbepickingupthebill by

paying forpolice, and
unemploymentbenefitswith taxes.
EveryChildAChanceTrust is sending

outmaths toolkitswithgames, counters
andsongs togetyoungpeoplemore

excitedaboutnumbers.Socanmathsever
be fun?Seewhether these funpuzzles can

changeyourmind . . .

Yesterday’sanswerNoexcuse

young times
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Yesterday’sanswers
1.Sumo2.Bowls3.Karate4.Croquet
5.Gliding

Dingbat
Whichword or phrase is this?
Saywhat you see

Yesterday’sconundrumCustard tart

SuDoku

Place anumber in each
empty square so that
each row, each column
andeach2x2block

contains all thenumbers
from 1 to4

Addup

If thenumber in
each circle is the
sumof the two
below it, how
quickly canyou
figure out the top
number?Try this
one in yourhead
beforewriting
anythingdown

Get theanswersat
timesonline.co.uk/youngtimes

Maths has
so many
pluses

Themagicnumber

Thinkof anynumberyou like.Multiply it by2.Write your
answerhere:

Add 12 to the answer:

Take away3:

Add 5 to the answer:

Divide it by 2:

Take awayyour original number.What did youget?

Nowtry adifferent number.What did youget this time?

1,000,000,000
Canyouname
thisnumber?

Thousands of children
are leaving school

without basic numerical
skills, and it all adds up
to a big bill for the rest

of us, writes
Chloe Lambert

Puzzleof theday:
wonderwheel
Write the first letter of each
picture in thewhite space
beneath it, so that thewheel,
reading clockwise, spells out a
tasty drink
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