
Talking tactics

Essien and Gerrard touches

Essien
Gerrard

Steven Gerrard was kept quiet as 
Michael Essien, Chelsea’s holding 
midfield player, stayed deep to ensure 
the Liverpool captain rarely gained 
possession in the dangerous area 
between the visiting side’s midfield 
and defence. In fact, Gerrard touched 

the ball only 
55 times, 
compared 
with his 76 
touches in 
the league 
game at 
home to 
Chelsea in 
February
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