From Snarling Cup to Darling Cup: How the Carling Cup has regained its lustre

League Cup attendances have risen by about 60 per cent
since the competition’s dark days at the turn of the
millennium. In the same period league turnouts improved by

only 18 per cent and those in the FA Cup by 23 per cent

+18%
League Cup FA Cup League
Attendancei
15,000 | Lea gue Cup average
League Cup z?verage 14,000-14,300
attendances ! e
3 | projected —¢
3 g 14216 g ‘
[ A Y, | 14179
14,000 : 3 1 : 3
P 13,631
| 13505 N
13000 [ O e ¥
12,000 — """"" """"
1115391 12,3251 )
] i ‘ | . at present
11,000 [ ot with five -
: 3 ‘ 3 . games
10,000 —
9,000 |/ ‘
8,851 (lowest since
competition began i 3
in 1960-61) |
£.000 \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \
0. o S S Y. . o <o 9. <
2% Y, D, %, D, %, Y. %Y. L %
20, %o, Yo S0 o, o So. P
2 Y 2 % % & % > %

The recent tendency for big clubs to treat the League Cup more seriously is reflected in the fact
that the average league ranking of finalists in the past six years is fifth, compared with
fourteenth in the previous six years

Past six seasons (league ranking that season in brackets) | Previous six seasons
Winners Runners-up Winners Runner-ups

2002-03 Liverpool (5) Man United (1) 1996-97 Leicester (9) Middlesbrough (19)

2003-04 Middlesbrough (11)  Bolton (8) 199798 Chelsea (4) Middlesbrough (22)

2004-05 Chelsea (1) Liverpool (5) 1998-99 Tottenham (11) Leicester (10)

2005-06 Man United (2) Wigan (10) 1999-00 Leicester (8) Tranmere (33)

2006-07 Chelsea (2) Arsenal (4) 2000-01 Liverpool (3) Birmingham (25)

2007-08 Tottenham (11) Chelsea (2) 2001-02 Blackburn (10) Tottenham (9)
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