
18.7m
passengers in 2008
(18.1m in 2007)

70%
start or finish their 
journey in London

30
electric trains

12 
diesel trains
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Crossrail Line under 
London to connect 
Canary Wharf, the West 
End, Heathrow and the 
City to commuter areas 
east and west of 
London. Cost: £16bn 

Extra carriages The Government 
pledged two years ago to add 1,300 
carriages to the network by 2014, an 
increase of about 13%. Only 543 have 
been ordered so far. Cost: £1.7bn

Intercity tracks 
(IEP) 1,400 carriages, 
may be reduced 
and/or delayed. 
Cost: £2bn

North-South 
High Speed Line 
200mph connection 
between London and 
Manchester would cut 
journey times to 1hr 
20min. Cost: about 
£20bn

Mainline electrification 
Plans for the 
electrification of the 
Great Western Main 
Line between 
Paddington and Bristol 
and the Midland Main 
Line between St Pancras 
and Sheffield were to 
be announced soon. 
Cost:  £1bn

Thameslink trains 1,270 new carriages 
promised; may be cut to 430 carriages. 
Cost: about £1.7 billion

National Express
Franchise runs from March 2008 to 2015

South Western
Franchise runs from February 2007 to 2017 

First Great Western 
Franchise runs from April 2006 to 2015

First Capital Connect
Franchise runs from April 2006 to 2014

Sources: Department for Transport, Office of Rail Regulation, National Express

First Great Western was given £50 million 
in government support this year after its 
revenues fell below the contracted target
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Payback time
The premiums that 
National Express had 
agreed to pay each year 
for the franchise in 
millions

Schemes in jeopardy
Planned improvements that may have 
to be cancelled or delayed because of 
falling franchise revenue
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Subsidy

Assumed annual revenue 
growth for National 
Express East Coast 

Actual revenue 
growth, January 
to June 2009

Final payment
Total owed to Government at end of franchise

£1.42bn

£1.29bn

£1.28bn

£0.69bn

National Express East Anglia

South West Trains

First Great Western

First Capital Connect

National Express East Coast

3,100
staff

921
miles of track

The brave new world of British 
Railways in 1949. Steam, diesel 
and electric trains in a poster by 
Victor Welch

Public or private?
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