
$47.5m
reported cost of the Beatles 
song back catalogue (1985) 

$150,000
to put voodoo curses on 
25 “enemies”, including 
Steven Spielberg and 
David Geffen, according 
to Vanity Fair in 2003, 
with further payments to 
strengthen the spell with 

a ritual bath of animals’ 
blood, for 

which 80 
animals 
were 
killed

$2.4m
pay out to the son of an 
employee at Neverland 
ranch who accused him 
of abuse in 2004 $4m

annual staffing bill

$67,000
for cream to treat his skin 
complaint, vitiligo

$140,000
spent on two watches during a 
shopping spree at Harrods in 
2005

$10,000
monthly payment to a 
Beverly  Hills chemist 

$150,000
pressurised oxygen chamber (1986)

$25m
reported 1994 out-of- 
court settlement with 
family of Jordan Chandler 
over abuse allegations

$3m
bail after arrest on abuse 
charges in 2003

$4m
shopping spree at Las 
Vegas emporium in 
2003, including a giant 
marble chess set and 
10ft tall glass urns

$100,000
rumoured monthly rent on a nine 
bedroom mansion in Beverly Hills 
when he could not bear to return 
to Neverland in 2004

$750,000
annual alimony payment to Debbie 
Rowe for custody of their children

$14.6m 
reported cost of  Neverland ranch

*All figures are 
reported estimates
Sources: Times archive 
and research 

Jackson’s estimated balance sheet

How he spent it

$750,000
annual payment to Debbie Rowe, the mother 
of two of his children

$7m
estimated legal settlement with Sheikh 
Abdulla bin Hamad al-Khalifa

$59m
outstanding legal claim from former 
spokeswoman Raymone Bain

$500m
estimated debts to lenders including 
Fortress Investment Group

$1bn
trust created by Jackson owns 
50% share of Sony/ATV Music 
Publishing which owns the Beatles’ 
catalogue and other artists

$12m
annual income from royalties on 
his own back catalogue

$40m
half-share in Neverland, his 
former ranch in California

$20m
collectables and 
memorabilia due to be 
auctioned earlier this year

150
age Michael Jackson 
predicted he would 
live to if he treated 
his body properly

50
age at which he died

2
number of 
marriages; first to 
Lisa Marie Presley, 
then to Debbie Rowe

3
number of children 
he had

25
number of enemies 
he reportedly put 
voodoo curses on

2
number of nose jobs 
he told Martin Bashir 
he had had

100
children his former 
security chief Robert 
Wegner claimed that 
Jackson had slept 
with in three years

135
number of witnesses 
in the 2005 trial

66
number of outfits 
Michael Jackson 
wore in his 2005 
trial, including 
pyjamas

1,000
pieces of evidence in 
2005 trial

10
charges of abuse 
Jackson was cleared 
of in 2005

13
Grammy awards

50
number of his 
concerts planned for 
the O2 arena

1.58m
sales of first solo 
single, Got To Be 
There

57m 
sales of Thriller, his 
1982 album and the 
biggest selling record 
of all time

130m 
total worldwide 
album sales

750m
total worldwide 
record sales

11¢ 
per album, Jackson 
Five were paid by 
Motown

94.5¢ 
per album, Jackson 
Five were paid by Epic 
in 1975 deal

2300
Jackson Street, the 
address of the 
2-bedroom clapboard 
house where Michael 
Jackson grew up

17
number of his best 
man speech at Liza 
Minnelli’s wedding. 
“I am a man of few 
words but please 
raise your glass to the 
bride and groom”

Debts Assets


