
Search term
Advertisers pay

to have their 
advertisements 
linked to particular 
search terms

Sponsored 
link panel

When an advert
is deemed 
particularly relevant, 
as determined by 
Google, it is placed 
here. How much an 
advertiser is willing 
to pay is also 
relevant

Sponsored 
links sidebar

Advertisers pay
a few pence per
click to be listed 
here. Adverts are 
ranked both on
how much is paid 
and on the
relevance of the 
advert, as 
determined
by Google

Search 
results

Ranking 
determined only 
by Google’s 
assessment of 
their relevance. 
Advertiser does 
not pay if this link 
takes the 
consumer to a 
product. Google 
describes this as 
the editorial part 
of the page

How Google works


