
What it costs from Colombia to London

£272/kg
£61,212/kg

($101,000/kg)

($450/kg)

Coca leaves cost $1.10/kg (66p/kg) at the farm gate in Colombia. 
300kg of coca are required to make 1kg of cocaine

Colombia
Typical wholesale 
price of cocaine*

Source: UN World Drug Report, Global Illicit 
Drug Trends, Times research, UNODC

UK
Typical street price

The transatlantic trade
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Cultivation of coca bush 
in Colombia
(hectares)

£45,119/kg
($74,446/kg)

UK
Typical wholesale

Number of  cocaine users

UK

Spain

Italy

Germany

1,000,000

910,000

850,000

380,000

*Total of 860,000 
persons (15-64) 
estimated to have 
used cocaine in 
England and Wales 
in 2007-08.
UK figure includes 
EMCDDA estimate 
for Scotland

Cocaine leaves  
South America in 
small containers on 
ships,  private 
boats, commercial 
and private aircraft

1

2

Arrives  in West Africa to 
avoid anti-smuggling  
measures of US and 
European authorities.  
Repackaged by local 
and international gangs

3
Transported by land 
across continent to 
various departure 
points in the east 
and the west  

Drug arrives  in 
Europe.  Methods 
include concealed 
shipments  and 
human drugs mules 4

*includes production costs

Typical 
cocaine 
route


