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Anewcartoon strip
is coming toYoung
Times, starring this
book-loving

monster.He lives in
a school library and
comes out only
when the children
havegonehome.
Hemight look
scary, but he’s a
gentle giant really.
He can’twait tomeet
youall, but first he
needs a name—so
whatwould you call
him?Tell us your
idea for anameand
howyoucameup
with it. Thewinner
will receive a set of
fiveYoungBond

books.
E-mail your

answer to young
times@thetimes.
co.uk byMonday,
January 19. Please
include your name

and age.

young times

Friday’sanswerOveralls

Charlie,doboysreally
hatereading?

There’snodoubtabout it –
boysshouldbe

readingmore.Butwhile
youmightnot seeboys
sittingdownwithabig
novel, thatdoesn’tmean
that they’renot reading—

theyarestill reading
footballmagazines, the
sportpagesandthe

internet.

Didyou likereading
whenyouwereyoung?

Ireadtons!Anythingwith
aswordandIwashappy. I

thinkthat
there’s something

magicalaboutabook—
it’sabunchofpaper
withblacksquiggles
on itbut somehow
itcreatesawhole

newworld.

Sowhydothe
statistics showthat

boysdon’t
likebooks?

Funnilyenough,back in
the1970s itwas theother

wayround.People
thought that thereweren’t
enoughbooksaimedat
girlsand therewasabig
pushtochange that.A lot
of thebooks forboyswent

outofprint.
WhenIstartedwriting
theYoungBondbooks
Iwent tobookshops to

seewhat thecompetition
was like. Itwasall goblins
anddragons, andgirls’

books.

Howdoyouthinkwe
can turnboysback

ontobooks?
At firstmypublisherswere
worried that theYoung

Bondbookswere too
extreme,with toomuch
fightingandviolence.
But thefact is,boys like

readingthings like that. I
have threesonsandI
lookedat the films they

watchedandthecomputer
games theyplayed,and it
wasall actionandguns.

Sowhatdoes thefuture
hold forboys’books?

I think therehasbeenabig
change in thepast
fewyears.Anthony

Horowitz’sbookshave
soldtensofmillionsof
copiesandpeople like
AndyMcNabandChris
Ryanarewriting forboys.
There’s loadsofgreat
booksout therenow.

Fancysomefreebooks for
yourschool?SeePage9

Friday’sanswer 1. Swing2.Sandpit
3.Goalpost4.Roundabout5.Hopscotch

Do boys
and books
mix?

Dingbat
Whichword or phrase is this?
Saywhat you see

Name The
Times book
monster!

Puzzleof theday:
squaredeal
Write the name of each object in its
row in the grid and then read down
the shaded squares to reveal the
hiddenword.

Is your staff room brimming with talent?
The Times Educational Supplement Schools Awards are a celebration of the very best in
education, a celebration of the initiatives schools take to better the lives of future generations,
and a celebration of the people who make these initiatives happen.

For more details and a full list of award categories please visit www.tes.co.uk/awards
Supported by

Outstanding Staff Training/
Development Initiative

Best e-learning 
Initiative

Outstanding New or 
Refurbished Secondary School

Outstanding Numeracy
Initiative

Primary School 
of the Year

Outstanding Leadership 
Team Award 

Do boys really hate
reading? A study has
found that 21 per cent of
nine-year-old boys are
not interested in books,
compared with 13 per
cent of girls. The Young
Bond books by Charlie
Higson, right, are loved
by boys and girls alike.

Chloe Lambert asked
him what the fuss
was all about
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